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Causes of the Rule of Law Crisis in Thai Society
Case Study: Weak counterbalance measures

between the legislature, the executive, and the judiciary

Mrs. Urapa Swangridht

Abstract

The rule of law constitutes the fundamental foundation of democratic
governance, emphasizing the principles of legal equality, the limitation of state power,
the establishment of adequate checks and balances, and the safeguarding of
citizens’ rights and freedoms. Presently, Thai society is confronting a profound crisis
characterized by a complex and endemic structural dysfunction. This crisis is manifested
through various issues, including discriminatory enforcement of laws, judicial
independence deficiencies, and skewed interpretations of legal statutes. Such challenges
undermine public confidence in the justice system and threaten social stability.
This article endeavors to analyze the underlying causes of the rule of law crisis
in Thailand, with particular focus on the deficiencies in the system’s checks and balances
among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. The findings suggest that the
primary factors may originate from inherent limitations in these mechanisms, notably:
1) inadequate checks and balances; and 2) a lack of transparency and accountability.
To address these deficiencies, it is imperative to adopt a comprehensive, transparent,
and sustainable framework that restores confidence in governance through four key
strategies: 1) bolstering the independence and capacity of oversight institutions;
2) establishing robust and effective checks and balances; 3) ensuring the impartial and
equitable enforcement of laws; and 4) cultivating a political culture rooted in the rule
of law. This cultural transformation involves promoting ethical consciousness and moral
integrity among public officials and politicians, educating citizens on their rights and
responsibilities, and fostering a free, independent media capable of scrutinizing state
power. Such measures are essential to reinforce the legitimacy and resilience

of Thailand’s democratic institutions.

Keywords : Rule of Law, Causes of the Rule of Law Crisis in Thai Society
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