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Legal Exceptions and the Rule of Law :
In case of Martial Law Act B.E. 2457 and Emergency Decree on

Public Administration in Emergency Situations B.E. 2548
Lt.Gen. Ronawee Hirunsi®

Abstract

This article aims to study the relationship between legal exceptions and the
rule of law. The legal exceptions selected for this study include the Martial Law Act
B.E. 2457 (1914) and the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency
Situations B.E. 2548 (2005). The study found that the Martial Law Act of 1914 and the
Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situations of 2005 arose
from the specific circumstances in which Thailand was in a situation. The intention of
both laws is to maintain peace and order in times of national emergencies, both
internal and external, in a timely manner under different legal mechanisms. However,
even today the above laws are currently being considered with the rule of law in mind
and have raised several controversies, on the other hand, considering the development
of the two laws together reflects the development of the Thai state in attempting to

adhere to the rule of law in enacting laws.

Keywords Legal Exceptions, the Rule of Law, Martial Law, Emergency Situations

® Royal Thai Army
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