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ARISTOTLE PELSRUYTER

Michael Lipka
XENOPHON'S SPARTAN
CONSTITUTION

THE CONSTITUTION TEXTE UND KOMMENTARE
OF ATHENS

The Spartan Constitution
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PARALLEL TEXT:
GREEK & ENGLISH

By: Xenophon
Translation: H. G. Dakyns




"The Constitution of Ayutthaya", n New Light on Thai Legal History, Edited by Andrew Huxley,
Bangkok: White Orchid Press, 1996, pp. 133-210.

NOTE: material added after publication is enclosed as [*...*]

This paper is a continuation of two earlier short studies and, like them, is intended as a
contribution to the determination of the correct dates of the Laws of the Three Seals, and to an
understanding of the Ayutthayan constitution, that is the structure of government as set forth in the
laws. It involves examination of the sources of both the structure and the language in which it was
described, and one purpose is to correct the errors in H.G. Quaritch Wales's Ancient Siamese
Government and Administration, which has been followed by several subsequent historians of
Ayutthaya and early Bangkok.! In my first study, "Prolegomena", I established classifications for the
dates and royal titles of the preambles of the laws, which are mostly quite different from the reign
dates and royal titles found in the chronicles of Ayutthaya and generally accepted. I concluded that
nearly all of the dates are spurious and result from changes introduced when the laws were

recodified; and on the basis of those two elements, preamble dates and titles, | proposed that signs NOTES
of five codifications could be identified before that of Rama I in 1805. They were "A pre-1569 : o ol - ,
Note on transliteration and transcription. For all Thai terminology, except proper names which
' 1 Ssak L § d 1 1 o el have a commonly used ad hoc phonetic transcription, I have used the Sanskritic graphic system
recension with true Saka dates", "laws of Naresuor's [Naresuan] reign with true cula dates", "a e e koo sl (amgice, /s e e 2
& 2 % YT, o S 3 which permits exact equivalencies of written forms, ai se are given in italics. Of course, when
recodification by King Indaraja/Song Tham using Buddhist era dates", "a new code prepared for qudbiaz oiters reprodce ek speliags: i example Saktind [Sandickic] sakia falhoe
ng Dhamréﬁdhnﬁ]/l’rasat Thong", and new hWS omegS Naray am Phcu-acha‘ ahhoug] not phonetic]. Indic terms are spelled as in the Thai texts, i.e., kot (‘'urn'), not kosa.. All names of law
~ 3 . A texts are in bold type.
full new recensions".2 My second paper was a very short version of what is presented here.
Because of space limitations arguments made in "Prolegomena” cannot be repeated here, and when ! Published by Bernard Quarich, Ltd., London, 1934. See Michael Vickery, "Prolegomena to
A Methods for Using the Ayutthayan Laws as Historical Source Material", Journal of the Siam
relevant I must refer readers to it. Society (JSS), Vol. 72, parts 1-2 (January and July 1984), pp. 37-59; and "The Constitution of
This paper in no way completes the task of unravelling the complexities of the Ayutthayan éi‘,?}e’i’,:;“;' "ﬁ'ﬁfii’ﬁﬁgﬁﬁfﬁ"i 5903‘{05;:?;:; "v';ii'i'f";e‘v‘iffﬁiﬂifiﬁhf'a
bws_ In panlcu]ar for [l'n bwer k:vcls ofsoc’nty, the h,‘ai and ]ek am thc[r rclations to [m ru]mg al, An Index of Officials in Traditional Thai Governments, in JSS, 63: (July 1975), pp. 419-30.

5 : o 2. Vickery, "Prolegomena”, p. 54. There are two series of miscellancous laws, Kamhnat kau ('Old
ChSSCS and state, amtmr Smy‘ perhaps bnger than thIS, w'" be requlred Decisions') and Kat 36 kho ('Law of 36 Articles'), issued by 18th-century kings.
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*Law should govern than any one of the citizens

*Kings rule under the laws and by law

O

*Respect for the fundamental rights and freedoms
*Judicial independence and independence of judges

. *Restraining the exercise of powers

ey

*Publicity, clarity, non-retroactivity and stability



Rule of Law

© © @

Publicly Equally enforced Independently
promulgated adjudicated
O ©
Consistent with Fairness Legal certainty
human rights principle and

proportionality



The Rule of Law in Context

THE RULE ‘ THE RULE

OF LAW IN
SINGAPORE ggklﬁ\xll\lly

LEGAL COMMUNITARIANISM, PATERNAL

BRINGING THE RECHTSSTAAT
DEMOCRACY AND THE DEVELOPMENTALIST STATE

INTO THE 25T CENTURY

THE RULE

THE RULE OF * LA OF LAW IN
LAW IN THE T4 W RAzL
UNITED STATES i AT ER—

AN UNFINISHED PROJECT
OF BLACK LIBERATION
PAUL GOWDER




The Rule of Law in Context

Exploring the meaning of rule of law and how it works in
practice in different jurisdictions around the world.

The series makes an original and insightful contribution to

the rule of law scholarship by moving past intractable debates
over what the rule of law should mean to find out what it
actually means and how it works ‘on the ground’, with an
implicitly comparative objective as it explores these issues in
the context of different legal systems.

The series editors invite any interested future authors to
contact them directly for an initial discussion about possible
submissions to The Rule of Law in Context series.
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