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Compendium
Every citizen living in a democratic country is entitled to certain rights and

has the liberty to engage in the occupation of his/her choice. However, this should
not be interpreted to mean that everybody has an unlimited right in choosing an
occupation. Article 43 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550
specifies that restrictions on the liberty to engage in an enterprise or an occupation
shall not be imposed except by virtue of the law enacted for maintaining the
security and safety of the State or economy. This academic article will analyze
causes and factors of enacting the Post and Telegraph Act B.E. 2477 as a
restriction of freedom to engage in a post office business by providing that the
same shall be run and monopolized solely by the State and the purpose of which
was to maintain the security and safety of the State or economy. Today, as facts
and circumstances changed; those justifiable causes of the past no longer exist.
The trend of the State's administration has altered from the State as a 'service
provider' to a 'regulator’; for example, by providing private entities or individuals
rights to engage in the telecommunication and energy industries under the
supervision of the State. The questions now arise as to whether or not the post
office business in Thailand should continue to be monopolized by the State and
whether or not such restriction of right and liberty is proper under the
Constitution. If not, how can a private entity or an interested citizen resolve the
problem according to the law?

Search terms: Democracy, Freedom to Work, Restriction of Rights and Liberty,
Engagement in the Post Office Business, Restriction of Rights and Liberty under
the Constitution
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